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INFORMATION FOR TEACHERS

The Bathurst Rail Museum brings the rich 
social history of Bathurst and its story 
as a railway town to life with personal 
recollections, unique artefacts and a journey 
through the development of the railway in 
New South Wales. 

The museum includes the largest public 
model train layout in Australia, depicting 
the Great Western Line between Tarana and 
Bathurst. Working locomotives illuminate this 
remarkably influential inland train system and 
the community it serves to this day.

The Bathurst Rail Museum learning programs 
are based around the investigation of the 
Museum’s unique stories and objects and 
have been developed to support the Australian 
Curriculum. The museum provides syllabus 
linked education programs for students from 
K - 12. 

Located 207km west of Sydney and 251km 
from Canberra, Bathurst is within easy traveling 

distance of many NSW destinations.    

ADDRESS
Bathurst Rail Museum 
126 Havannah Street
Bathurst New South Wales

The Museum is located on Havannah Street 
Bathurst next to the Bathurst Railway Station. 

CONTACT
T:  02 6338 2850
E:  railmuseum@bathurst.nsw.gov.au
W: museumsbathurst.com.au

OPEN
9 am - 4.30pm    
6 days per week.  Closed Thursday.

FACILITIES 
Fully wheelchair accessible 
Outside covered seating 
Museum shop
Bag storage
Cafe
Toilets

PLAN YOUR VISIT 
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became a major employer in Bathurst, giving 
working class people access to stable jobs and 
the opportunity to educate themselves and 
improve their lives. 

The advent of the rail also marked the 
beginning of a new social and cultural era 
for the inland, as the ‘railway family’ that 
developed in Bathurst offered support, leisure 
activities and celebration for railway workers 
and their families.

It is the everyday people of Bathurst, past and 
present, who have made it the thriving city and 
community it is today. 

The themes included in the museum cover: 
• Exploration and populating Australia
• Agriculture
• The railway family and social life
• Working on the rail
• Education
• Transport and Technology 
• Australian Prime Ministers

The establishment of a railway between 
Sydney and Bathurst in 1876 was instrumental 
to the development of the colony of New 
South Wales. Crossing the Blue Mountains 
by rail was an engineering marvel of world-
renown and doing so opened up trade, 
transport and communication opportunities 
for people living inland. 

From the early years of the Colony until the 
introduction of the railway in 1849, the people 
of New South Wales relied largely on horse 
and carriage to get around. Poorly surfaced 
roads and the constant threat of bushranger 
attacks, however, made transporting people, 
goods and mail from Sydney to the inland 
dangerous.

Rail opened up trade, transport and 
communication opportunities for people living 
inland, forever transforming the economic and 
industrial landscape of the interior. 

Bathurst quickly became a major railway centre 
with a thriving locomotive depot. The Railway 

BATHURST AND THE RAILWAY
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BOOKINGS 
W: museumsbathurst.com.au
T: 63382850
E: railmuseum@bathurst.nsw.go.au

If sending an email please include the 
following details:
• Name of the group or school 
• Preferred dates
• Arrival time
• Approximate number of students visiting
• Years or Stages of groups
• Teacher guided visit or Museum Educator    
  Guided Session with a staff member.
• Special needs of students
• Number of supervising adults
• Contact details of the person organising the  
  visit including email and phone number 
• Payment details (on the day or by invoice)

KEY INFORMATION 
SESSION TIMES    
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday  & Friday
First session commences 9am 
Last session commences 2.30pm

SUPERVISION RATIOS
The supervision ratio is 1:10 for stage 1-3. 
Teachers and parents attend free of charge at 
these ratios. 
One carer per student with special needs will 
be admitted free of charge. 

EDUCATOR GUIDED SESSION  
COST  $7 per student (GST FREE)
DURATION 90 minutes
Minimum 10 students
Maximum 100 students

TEACHER GUIDED SESSION
COST  $5 per student (GST FREE)
DURATION 60 minutes
Maximum 150 students

CONFIRMATION 
A booking confirmation will be provided by 
email once your booking is confirmed.

BOOKING CHANGES 
Cancellations made within 24 hours of your 
booking date and “no shows” will incur the full 
cost for the booking.
Cancellations must be made in writing (by 
email to railmuseum@bathurst.nsw.gov.au) and 
you will be provided written confirmation of 
the cancellation. 

PAYMENT OPTIONS
ON THE DAY  cheque, cash or EFTPOS 
Cheques should to be made payable to 
Bathurst Regional Council.

INVOICE  Please confirm invoice details with 
the front of house when you arrive. 

TO BOOK EDUCATION VISITS 
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SAFETY
Venue safety information is provided at 
museumsbathurst.com.au

BAG STORAGE
An unsecured storage space for bags is 
available. If you choose to leave bags on the 
bus  please notify theyour guide if you require 
storage tubs for lunches.

TOILETS
Toilets are located in the Museum building. 

MORNING TEA AND LUNCH
We have an outside area for students to eat 
their morning tea and lunch.

COFFEE SHOP 
The museum cafeserves tea and coffee and 
light refreshments between 9am and 3pm. 

MUSEUM SHOP 
The Museum shop has quality souvenirs and 
rail toys. Please ensure students are supervised 
in the shop.

RESOURCES
Activity sheets for self guided visits and other 
learning resources are provided on our website

museumsbathurst.com.au

 

ON ARRIVAL 
Please see the Museums admissions desk 
when you arrive to: 
• advise final numbers 
• finalise payment or invoice details.
• notify the guide of the time you are due to 

leave the Museum 
• notify the guide if students will be 

purchasing from the Museum shop

COACH PARKING 
Street parking is available on Havannah Street 
Bathurst

ACCESSIBILITY
Disability parking spaces are allocated in the 
parking bay outside the Museum on Havannah 
Street.  
A wheelchair accessible toilet is available in the 
museum building.  
Ramp access is provided to the entrance. 

LATE ARRIVAL 
Please contact the Museum if your group will 
be late on 02 6338 2850.

If you arrive earlier or later than the time 
booked we cannot guarantee a guide will 
ne available or the tour may need to be 
shortened. 

DURING YOUR VISIT
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Bathurst Rail Museum syllabus linked education programs can be either museum educator or 
teacher guided using learning resources found on our website.  Bookings are essential. 
 

MUSEUM EDUCATOR GUIDED SESSIONS 

Early Stage 1 to Stage 1 

Who uses the train?   
Duration: 1.5 hours
How did people travel before we had trains?  Is the train used to transport anything other than 
people? How have trains changed over time? 

This session looks at the personal stories of people who have worked and travelled on the 
railway.  Students will discuss how trains have be used for transport of people, goods and 
animals and discuss difference and similarities between their lives and the lives of their parent 
and grandparents. 

Stage 2

Life on the Rail   
Duration: 1.5 hours
The Bathurst Rail Museum tells the story of rail in Bathurst and the region, through stories and 
people who worked on the railway.  Through the museum content the session explores how 
technology such as rail has changed life in Australia over the past 150 years. 

Using collections of objects, images, stories and discussion, this program helps students 
understand their world, past and present. Guided investigation of the Bathurst rail story will 
compare lifestyles, technologies and the history of rail.  
Duration: 1.5 hours

Stage 3

The Impact of Rail 
Duration: 1.5 hours
Students participate in a timeline ‘journey’, of those who lived and worked on the railways and 
the impact it had on the development of Bathurst as a city. This session explores the impact of 
rail and how people, discoveries and innovations have shaped the cultural landscape of early 
New South Wales.

Learn how the railway helped build a nation, how it revolutionised  lives, provided people with 
jobs, and provided the community with education through the Railway Institute and the Good 
Farming train and transformed Western NSW with the transport of goods, stock and people.  

This staff-led program uses collections of objects, images and stories to help students form 
connections between Humanities and Social Science, Technologies and Chemical and Earth 
Sciences.

EDUCATION PROGRAMS
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Stage 1-3

The Footsteps of Ben Chifley- from train driver to Prime  
Minister   
Bathurst Rail Museum & Chifley Home    
Duration: 3 hours   Transport is required between venues.  

Follow the footsteps of Ben Chifley and learn about a young farm boy became a train driver and 
then went on to become one of the most loved Prime Ministers of  Australia. 

Visit the Chifley Engine at the Bathurst Railway Station, the Bathurst Rail Museum housed in the 
Railway Institute building where he studied and taught, and Chifley Home, the home of Ben 
Chifley and his wife Elizabeth. 

This tour covers content from Present and Past Family Life, the Past in the Present, Community 
and Remembrance and the Australian Colonies.

Stage 5

The Industrial Revolution and the Innovation of Rail   
Duration: 1.5 hours
Students explore the Bathurst Rail Museum, discussing the impact of the development of rail in 
Australia change and how it the nation.

They will look at the technological innovations that led to the Industrial Revolution, and the social 
and industrial significance of railways in the history of New South Wales.  They will also look at 
the impact rail had on the agricultural revolution, access to raw materials, transport system, the 
movement of people such as migrants and soldiers, employment of women, the promothipon 
of Australian produce and the long term impact of the industrial revolution on the Bathurst and 
Western NSW communities.

The session will also cover the experiences of men, women and children and their changing 
way of life as well as the Railway Institute  building as a centre fro the education and social life of 
railway worker.  
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Unit Outcomes Content

Early Stage 1 

Personal 
and Family 
Histories

HTe-1 communicates 
stories of their own family 
heritage and the heritage 
of others

HTe-2 demonstrates 
developing skills of 
historical inquiry and 
communication

Personal and Family Histories
ACHHK004 How the stories of families and the past can be 
communicated, for example through photographs, artefacts, books, 
oral histories, digital media and museums
ACHHS015 Sequence familiar objects and events
ACHHS016 Distinguish between the past, present and future 
ACHHS018 Explore and use a range of sources about the past
ACHHS019 Identify and compare features of objects from the past 
and present
ACHHS021 develop a narrative about the past

Stage 1

Present and 
Past Family 
Life

Stage 1 

The Past in the 
Present

HT 1-1 communicates an 
understanding of change 
and continuity in family life 
using appropriate historical 
terms

HT1-2 identifies and 
describes significant 
people, events, places 
and sites in the local 
community over time

HT1-3 describes the effects 
of changing technology on 
people’s lives over time 

HT1-4 demonstrates skills 
of historical inquiry and 
communication

Present and Past Family Life
ACHHK030 Differences and similarities between students’ daily lives 
and life during their parents’ and grandparents’ childhoods, including 
family traditions, leisure time and communications 
ACHHK029 How the present, past and future are signified by terms 
indicating time such as ‘a long time ago’, ‘then and now’, ‘now and 
then’, ‘old and new’, ‘tomorrow’, as well as by dates and changes that 
may have personal significance, such as birthdays, celebrations and 
seasons 

The Past in the Present
ACHHS031, ACHHS047 Sequence familiar objects and events
ACHHS032, ACHHS048 Distinguish between the past, present and 
future
ACHHS034, ACHHS050 Explore and use a range of sources about the 
past
ACHHS035, ACHHS051 Identify and compare features of objects from 
the past and present 
ACHHS036, ACHHS052 Explore a point of view within an historical 
context
ACHHS033, ACHHS049 Pose questions about the past using sources 
provided 
ACHHK044 The history of a significant person, building, site or part of 
the natural environment in the local community and what it reveals 
about the past 
ACHHK045 The importance today of an historical site of cultural or 
spiritual significance; for example, a community building, a landmark, 
a war memorial 
ACHHK046 The impact of changing technology on people’s lives 

Stage 2 
Community 
and 
remembrance

HT2-2 describes and 
explains how significant 
individuals, groups and 
events contributed to 
changes in the local 
community over time

HT2-5 applies skills of 
historical inquiry and 
communication

Community and Remembrance
ACHHK061 ONE important example of change and ONE important 
example of continuity over time in the local community, region or 
state/territory 
ACHHS065, ACHHS081 Sequence familiar people and events
ACHHS066, ACHHS082 Use historical terms
ACHHS068, ACHHS084, ACHHS215 ACHHS216 Locate relevant 
information from sources provided
ACHHS069, ACHHS085 Identify different points of view within an 
historical context
ACHHS067, ACHHS083 Pose a range of questions about the past
ACHHS070, ACHHS086 Develop texts, particularly narrative

NATIONAL CURRICULUM LINKS  HISTORY K-10
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Unit Outcomes Content

Stage 3
The Australian 
Colonies

HT 3-1 describes and 
explains the significance of 
people, groups, places and 
events to the development 
of Australia

HT3-2 describes and 
explains different 
experiences of people 
living in Australia over time

HT 3-3 identifies change 
and continuity and 
describes the causes and 
effects of change on 
Australian society

HT 3-5 applies a variety of 
skills of historical inquiry 
and communication

The Australian Colonies
ACHHK095 The impact of a significant development or event on a 
colony; for example, frontier conflict, the gold rushes, the Eureka 
Stockade, internal exploration, the advent of rail, the expansion of 
farming, drought 
ACHHS098, ACHHS117 Sequence historical people and events
ACHHS099, ACHHS118 Use historical terms and concepts
ACHHS102, ACHHS121 Locate information relevant to inquiry 
questions in a range of sources
ACHHS104, ACHHS123 Identify different points of view in the past 
and present

Stage 5
The Making of 
the Modern 
World

HT5-1 explains and 
assesses the historical 
forces and factors that 
shaped the modern world 
and Australia

HT5-2 sequences and 
explains the significant 
patterns of continuity 
and change in the 
development of the 
modern world and 
Australia

HT5-4 explains and 
analyses the causes 
and effects of events 
and developments in 
the modern world and 
Australia
HT5-7 explains different 
contexts, perspectives 
and interpretations of 
the modern world and 
Australia

HT5-9 applies a range 
of relevant historical 
terms and concepts 
when communicating an 
understanding of the past

Depth Study 1:  Making a better world?

Topic 1a: The Industrial Revolution (1750-1914)
ACDSEH017 The technological innovations that led to the Industrial 
Revolution and other conditions that influenced the industrialisation 
of Britain (the agricultural revolution, access to raw materials, wealthy 
middle class, cheap labour, transport system, and expanding empire) 
and of Australia 
ACDSEH080 The population movements and changing settlement 
patterns during this period
ACDSEH081 The experiences of men, women and children during 
the Industrial Revolution, and their changing way of life
ACDSEH082 The short and long-term impacts of the Industrial 
Revolution, including global changes in landscapes, transport and 
communication

Topic 1b: Movement of peoples (1750-1901)
ACDSEH018 The influence of the Industrial Revolution on the 
movement of peoples throughout the world, including transatlantic 
slave trade and convict transportation 
ACDSEH084 Changes in the way of life of a group(s) of people who 
moved to Australia in this period, such as free settlers on the frontier 
in Australia

Depth Study 2: Australia and Asia

Topic 2a Making a nation
ACEDSEH090 Living and working conditions in Australia around the 
turn of the twentieth century (that is 1900) 

NATIONAL CURRICULUM LINKS  HISTORY K-10
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To assist schools in constructing a risk assessment for their next excursion to the Bathurst Rail Museum we have put 
together some information that may assist you.  

Item General Details  Remarks 

Contact details Bathurst Rail Museum museums@bathurst.nsw.gov.au

Phone 63336543

School bookings by appointment.  

Location 126 Havannah Street 
Bathurst 

Bathurst Rail Museum is located next to 
the Bathurst Railway Station on Havan-
nah Street.

Access is via a ramp from the Bathurst Railway Sta-
tion car park and Havannah Street.  

Parking Havannah Street Car parking is available in the Bathurst 
Railway Station Car park. 

School supervisors control children.

School supervisors ensure children debus when it is 
safe to do so. 

Public Toilets Located in the Museum 
Building

This facility is open to the general 
public.

School supervision of students at all times.

Supervisory 
services (brief-
ings) 

Through prior arrange-
ment Bathurst Rail Mu-
seum can supply guided 
tours and self guided 
visit briefings. 

The aim of Bathurst Rail Museum is to 
provide a safe and informative environ-
ment for visitors and others however 
staff are not in the position to supervise 
groups outside the parameters already 
described.

Group leaders are reminded of the requirements of 
the Department of Education (DoE) regarding su-
pervision of groups and supervisor-student ratios.

Access Bathurst Regional 
Council is committed to 
providing suitable and 
safe access to all public 
venues. 

 Bathurst Rail Museum has disability 
access at the front door and evacuation 
routes. Disabled toilet facilities are also 
available. 

For visitors with other special needs please contact 
Bathurst Rail Museum staff for more information. 

Emergency Bathurst Regional 
Council has emergency 
evacuation plans in 
place for all Council 
controlled sites. 

 Bathurst Rail Museum has in place 
emergency evacuation charts, emer-
gency plans, and trained wardens.

Emergency drills are conducted every 
12 months as a minimum.

All emergency systems are inspected 
and maintained by qualified contractors 
in line with the appropriate codes of 
practice and legislation.      

Although council complies with all requirements 
under the BCA, AS, and associated legislation, 
visiting groups are reminded of their responsibilities 
under DoE guidelines. 

First Aid All Bathurst Region-
al Council facilities 
comply with the Code of 
Practice “first Aid in the 
Workplace.”

Access to first aid kits is available at the 
counter. All kits are inspected as per the 
previously mentioned Code of Practice. 

 Bathurst Rail Museum staff are first aid 
qualified.

 Bathurst Rail Museum does not provide specialist 
equipment such as epi pens or inhalers which must 
be supplied by the visiting group if required. 

Construction 
repair and 
maintenance

Bathurst Regional Coun-
cil maintains venues 
to the highest possible 
levels.

All construction, repair, and mainte-
nance work on Council controlled sites 
are carried out by qualified tradesman 
and experienced technicians. 

All construction repair and maintenance of Bathurst 
Regional Council facilities are carried out by busi-
nesses taken from the preferred supply list which 
have been vetted for compliance and competence 
or have been employed as part of a stringent 
tender system. All work is inspected by Council 
officers at completion. 

Child related 
employment 

Where established as 
part of the risk assess-
ment process, Bathurst 
Rail Museum staff 
has undertaken the 
appropriate checks and 
registration as required 
by the Child Protection 
Act 2012.

Where staff may be engaged in activi-
ties as described section 6 of the Child 
Protection Bathurst Rail Museum will 
ensure the correct vetting and certifica-
tion has been carried out as per Council 
Policy and State legislation. 

As Bathurst Rail Museum staff do not, unless other-
wise stated in program guides or activity synopsis, 
normally have “direct unsupervised contact with 
students they may not have been identified as 
requiring a Working with Children Check.

If this may restrict your visit to, or enjoyment 
Bathurst Rail Museum please contact the venue 
liaison officer who will do their upmost to assist.      

Insurance As a Local Government 
organisation Bathurst 
Rail Museum has exten-
sive public liability and 
workers compensation 
insurance 

Bathurst Regional Council is insured for 
public liability risk through StateWide 
Mutual 

Although Bathurst Rail Museum has full insurance 
cover groups are expected to have their own cover 
as required by DoE and taking into account the risk 
associated with the group and activity. 

 
NSW government schools are required to complete a Risk Assessment of their planned excursion. The important point to note is that teachers must 
make their own risk assessment of the proposed excursion. 

”The purpose of excursion risk management is to make excursions as safe as possible. Risk management processes are used to 
identify hazards, assess and then eliminate or control risks associated with excursions.”  Department of Education 

RISK ASSESSMENT




