
DID YOU KNOW? 

Ben joined the railways at 17 

and by 24 he was the  

youngest first class  

locomotive driver. 

DID YOU KNOW? 

Ben Chifley’s full name was  

Joseph Benedict Chifley. 

However, his friends all knew 

him as Ben, or ‘Chif’ 

BEN & ELIZABETH  

CHIFLEY - FACT CARDS 

1. Cut each of the cards out along

the dotted lines.

2. Read through each fact card.

3. You can even quiz your friends

and family to see how much they

know about Ben and Elizabeth

Chifley.

DID YOU KNOW? 

Ben Chifley was Australia’s 

16th Prime Minister. 

Chifley Home & Education Centre is generously supported by: Water Treatment Works, Waste Filtration Centre & Waste Management Centre



DID YOU KNOW? 

The neighbourhood of Chifley 

Home known as Milltown, 

was predominantly a railway  

community of working class 

families. 

DID YOU KNOW? 

A handy household hint from 

the 1940s: 

Old bed sheets make excel-

lent ironing board covers. A 

smooth ironing board cover is 

assured if you damp the cover 

material and sew on while still 

damp. It will shrink slightly, 

giving a smooth, taut fit. 

DID YOU KNOW? 

Throughout the 1940’s  

rationing was introduced. This 

included petrol, clothes, tea, 

sugar, butter and meat. 

Each person would receive a 

certain amount of coupons for 

each product, and that was all 

they could buy. 

DID YOU KNOW? 

A handy household hint from 

the 1940s: 

Clothes pegs won’t split if, 

when new, you boil them be-

fore using. 
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DID YOU KNOW? 

The Chifley’s were one of the 

first people in their  

neighbourhood to install a 

phone. 

DID YOU KNOW? 

In 1939 the vacant block next 

door to the Chifley’s was  

purchased by Ben for twenty 

pounds so Ben could build a 

garage. 

DID YOU KNOW? 

When Ben Chifley saw the 

first Holden Car come off the 

production line he said 

“She’s a Beauty”  

DID YOU KNOW? 

The kitchen sink in the Chifley 

Home only had cold water 

and no hot water tap.  
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